Educational Frameworks

Purpose
This document provides a brief overview of the PSESD Early Learning frameworks that guide our practice to
ensure school readiness for all children and their families, as well as succession to K-12, college, and in their
future career.

Guidance
PSESD’s overarching goal is “Success for each child and eliminate the opportunity gap.” To meet this goal,
children must be ready to do the following:
• Enter school ready to learn
•

Achieve at high levels throughout K-12 education

•

Be prepared to succeed in a post-secondary education and chosen career

The following frameworks are the foundation of our approach to child development and education. We follow
the Head Start and ECEAP Performance Standards, State of Washington Early Learning and Developmental
Guidelines, and research-based practices.

Whole Child Tenets
We believe that children must be healthy, safe, engaged, supported, and challenged. This belief helps us define
what works best for all children, what a successful learner is, and how to measure success. These five tenets
work together to meet the goal of the whole child approach to education.

Multicultural Principles
We embrace the Head Start Multicultural Principles in our approach to education and child development. The
children and families in our program are ethnically, racially, and linguistically diverse, so a focus on cultural
relevancy, cultural competency, and educational equity is essential to meeting our goal of school readiness for
all children. These principles align with our agency goal of eliminating the opportunity gap and leading with
racial equity.

Approach to School Readiness
We have adopted the Head Start Approach to School Readiness. This approach includes three major
frameworks that work together to promote an understanding of school readiness for families and their
children and guides the implementation of integrated systems and comprehensive services that lead to school
readiness.

Parent, Family, and Community Engagement Framework
This framework provides the foundation for strong collaborative, goal-oriented relationships with families to
support family well-being, the parent-child relationship, and the role of parents and families in their child’s
education and transition.
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Framework for Programs Serving Infants and Toddlers and Their Families
The development and implementation of supports to our youngest children and their families, including
expectant families, babies, and toddlers is guided by this framework.

Head Start Early Learning Outcomes Framework: Ages Birth to Five
This framework represents the continuum of learning for infants, toddlers, and preschoolers. It guides the
development and implementation of foundational learning experiences for your children.
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